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This session will have three major parts. In Part I, Nell Duke
will review research on effective use of informational text,
particularly in the primary grades. In Part II, Nicole Carlson
will discuss how she uses informational text in her second
grade classroom. In Part III, we will invite those attending the
session to share their experiences using informational text with
young learners.



Research on Effective Use of
Informational Text in K-3

• Even young children are able to learn from and
about informational text given exposure to and
experience with such texts.

• Opportunities for young children to interact with
informational texts in school are rare.

• There are particular literacy practices that seem
to support informational literacy development in
young children.



• A growing body of research supports
incorporating more informational text into
primary grade education.
– Informational text is prevalent outside of schools
– Informational text reading and writing is related to

content area achievement
– Some children prefer informational text
– Informational text reading and writing may increase

overall literacy achievement

• But, there remains much we do not know.



Use of Informational Text in a
Second Grade Classroom

• Small group reading
• Read aloud
• Partner reading
• Investigative reports
• Interest reports
• Journal writing
• Class books
• Compare and contrast
• Tell a friend or tell an adult
• Create your own diorama or diagram



Series and Authors Referenced

• Eye Openers
• David Adler
• A Child’s World Series
• Isaac Asimov
• Seymour Simon
• Look Closer
• A New True Book
• Eyes on Nature
• Step Into Reading
• Eyewitness
• Magic School Bus
• I Can Read About



Some Resources for Using
Informational Text

• Bamford, R. A., & Kristo, J. V. (Eds.) (1998).
Making facts come alive: Choosing quality
nonfiction literature K-8. Norwood, MA:
Christopher-Gordon Publishers.

• Duthie, C. (1996). True stories: Nonfiction
literacy in the primary classroom. York, ME:
Stenhouse.

• Green, P. (1992). Making facts matter. Eleanor
Curtain Publishing.

• More references are available upon request.



More Informational Texts
for Students


